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· There's a lot of things going on today's Gospel Reading from Luke! (Lk 9:51-62)
· The basic message is that Jesus has high expectations for those who claim to be a follower of his. 

· He knows what human beings are capable of achieving and like an Olympic Coach he wants to draw out the very best in us. 

· After all, we are made in the "image and likeness" of God. (Gen 1:27)
· Our Gospel message begins with the verse: "When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem…"

· The phrase, "being taken up" is a reference to Jesus' Ascension. 

· The same phrase is used in Ch. 1 of the Acts of the Apostles to describe Jesus being taken up into heaven after he gave final instructions to the Apostles. (v.2).

· When Luke says, "the days for his being taken up were fulfilled" he is saying that Jesus had completed his mission from God the Father to preach the Good News of Salvation; 

· it's now time for him to go to Jerusalem for the "final act" of his mission which is to be the Sacrificial Lamb who takes away the Sins of the World.

· Jesus being "taken up into heaven" ties in with the Jewish tradition of both Moses and Elijah being assumed into the heavens. 

· Before leaving earth, both imparted a share of their spirit to their successor (Deut 34:9; 2 Kings 2:9-14).

· Jesus will likewise ascend into heaven and pour out his Spirit upon all those who believe in him—not just "one" successor (Acts 1:8-9). 
· St. Paul reminds us of the Power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us when he says: 
· "I say, then: live by the Spirit and you will certainly not gratify the desire of the flesh. For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
these are opposed to each other…"

· St. Paul is not saying that our bodies are evil, but that the APPETITE for pleasure that our body has can lead us to neglect the needs of our Soul.

· Jesus says in Ch. 6 of John's Gospel, "It is the SPIRIT that gives life, the flesh profits nothing…"

· Our Soul is designed to live forever—not our 
mortal bodies.

· Jesus wants us to spend far more time and attention "feeding our SOUL" rather than our bodily appetites! 

· Our Soul is supposed to have CONTROL over our body-not our body over our Soul…
· We "feed our soul" through daily prayer; listening to good Christian music; studying the Word of God; and receiving our Lord in the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
· This is how we "walk in the Spirit" and "set our minds on things ABOVE, not below…
· Today's Gospel also talks about how Jesus was rejected by the Samaritan village. (v52 to v56)

· This verse parallels Jesus being rejected in Galilee among the Jewish people. Now he's going to be rejected by the non-Jewish people as well 
· This fulfills Isaiah's prophecy that the Messiah would be "rejected and avoided by men, a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity." (Is 53:3)
· The Samaritans were considered "half-Jews" and "impure" because they had intermarried with non-Jews when Northern Israel was conquered by the Assyrians in the 8th century B.C. 

· Many Samaritans also worshipped the foreign gods of those who they married so Jews from Jerusalem considered them to be their enemies (2 Kings 17:24). 
· To some Jews, the Samaritans were no better than the Gentiles who also worshipped pagan gods.

· Jesus of course, extends his ministry to include the Samaritans and the Gentiles. 
· His Church is to be a "universal" Church. That's what the word "Catholic" means, it means "universal!"

· However, like the Jews, not every Samaritan or Gentile will embrace Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Some will consider him to be their enemy.
· When James and John ask Jesus if they should "call down fire from heaven to consume" the Samaritans, they are most likely recalling what the Prophet Elijah did to his enemies in Ch. 1 of the 2nd Book of Kings.

· Jesus, remaining true to his teaching to "love your enemies and do good to those who persecute you" rebukes his Apostles for making such a suggestion.

· Jesus chooses "mercy" in this instance rather than "punishment" which demonstrates his superiority over Elijah while adding a lesson for his Apostles to learn.
· Now in the last verses of today's Gospel, Jesus makes it abundantly clear that the cost of true discipleship requires SACRIFICE!
· When one person tells Jesus he will "follow him where ever he goes" Jesus says, 

· "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head…”
· Jesus is saying, "If you want to follow me, you can't serve God and material possessions."

· Jesus lives by the axiom, "the more we own, the more it owns us…"
· The mission of a "true disciple" is to preach the Gospel and win souls for Christ—not to seek the endless comforts and material goods of this world.

· Jesus ups the ante of true discipleship again when he tells another person to "follow me," but the person replies: “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.” 
· Jesus then says to him, “Let the dead bury their dead."

· Burying the dead—especially one's parent—was a sacred responsibility and an application of the 4th Commandment to "Honor one's father and mother." (Gen 50:5; Ex 20:12; Lev 19:3; Deut 5:16; Tob 4:3-4).
· However Jesus, who knows the hearts and minds of all people implies that the father of this man—and his relatives or friends—were "spiritually dead." 
· This is why he says, "Let the dead bury their dead…"

· Maybe they heard Jesus preach the Good News but rejected his message. 
· By rejecting Jesus, they rejected the forgiveness of their sins and the chance for everlasting life with him in heaven. 
· Paragraphs 679 and 1033 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church speak more about this. 
· Simply put, if we avoid Christ is this life, he will avoid us in the next…
· Jesus' responses in each instance reveals the intensity of Christ when it comes to spreading the Good News.
· Why? Because Jesus knows that if mankind does not live by the Wisdom of God, he will always find a lesser wisdom to live by…
· We see the lesser wisdom of mankind in the teachings of various religions and in the decisions rendered by the Courts in different countries;

· decisions which promote abortion, same-sex unions, euthanasia and contraception.
· This is why there is a sense of urgency in Christ's last command for us to go into every nation and preach the Gospel. 
· Just like when he tells the one man to "go and proclaim the Kingdom of God" Jesus knows that every minute someone does not hear the Gospel of Christ 
· is another minute their minds are being polluted by what mankind thinks—rather than what GOD thinks…

· To Jesus, preaching the Gospel is as important as the air we breathe. The Gospel brings us into "right relationship" with God the Father. 
· Just as JESUS was in right-relationship with the Father.

· And just as we need air to keep our mortal bodies alive, 
we need faith and obedience in Jesus Christ keep our Souls alive.
· Faith and obedience in Christ begins by hearing what he had to say and realizing the TRUTH of it.
· Not accepting Jesus as our Lord and Savior is literally a matter of "life and death" according to Ch. 3 of John's record of the Gospel. While talking with Nicodemus, Jesus says:

· "He who believes in [me] is not condemned; he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God…" (Jn 3:18)
· This is why Jesus wants us to understand the importance of our work as Christians. We should have the same dedication and seriousness as he did for the Salvation of Souls….
· When Jesus says, “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God" 
· we are assuming his making a reference to when Elijah chose Elisha to be his disciple by throwing his cloak over him. (1 Kings 19:16b-19-21)

· Elisha demonstrates his commitment to following Elijah by slaughtering the 12 oxen and using the wooden yokes to make a fire to boil their flesh.

· Elisha has found a new vocation. He will become a Prophet of God!

· When he faces hardship for being a Prophet of God, he cannot daydream about returning to being a simple farmer again.

· He destroyed the tools of his old trade so he wouldn't be tempted to go back to it again. 

· This was similar to Military Commanders burning their own ships once they invaded a country.

· The message was conveyed to the troops that they had reach a "point of no return." There was no "retreating!" You won the battle and pressed forward—or you died trying!

· As with his and his Apostle's ministries, Jesus wants us to know that "persistence pays." 

· And the truth is, the more resistance we encounter, the stronger we will grow spiritually to overcome any and all obstacles. 
· This is how SAINTS are formed…
· And when it comes to SAINTHOOD, there are two TRUTHS we have to remember:

· ONE:  We all must become a SAINT if we hope to enter Heaven one day... and TWO, 
· "to gain that which is worth having, may require losing everything else..."

