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· "So the LORD God formed out of the ground various wild animals and birds of the air…" (Gen 2:18-19)
· Now, I'm going to tell you a story… One day a group of Scientists got together and decided that mankind had come a long way and no longer needed God. So they chose one Scientist to go tell God this.
· The Scientist walked up to God and said, "With all due respect, we're at the point where we can Clone people, grow Tissue and do many Miraculous things… What I'm trying to say is, we don't need you any more…"
· God listened patiently and said, "You think so, huh? How about this? Let's say we have a 'human-making' contest. The one who produces the best human, wins the other's respect." 

· Without hesitating the Scientist said. "Your ON!" God then said, "We'll do it just like I did back in the old days, like in Genesis." 
· "No problem," said the Scientist. He then bent down to grab a handful of dirt. 

· God said, "Whoa! Whoa! What are you doing…? Go get your own dirt!..." 
· 98% of our bodies, and most life on this planet—is made up of the 6 basic chemicals of:  oxygen, carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, calcium, and phosphorus. 
· These, and the other 2% of the chemicals we are made up of are available all over the world.
· And yet, mankind has never produced a living organism from combining these chemicals in a laboratory. 
· This is God's world. He designed it. He created it. He sustains it. Mankind can barely understand how the world came into existence let alone create one himself.

· When God created Man, He breathed His Life into him and gave him a "rationale Soul." Our Soul gives us the ability to Know and Love God.
· Then God said that it was not good that Man should be alone. So he brought all sorts of creatures to Adam and had Adam name them. 
· But none of them could overcome Adam’s loneliness. So God decided to create a "suitable partner" for him.
· Notice how God did not go back to the soil to create Woman. No… God went into the very nature of Man and from that part closest to Adam's heart—Adam’s rib—He created Eve. 
· Everything God did for us at Creation was done to share His Love and His Goodness with us. God did not do this with any other of His creations.
· In His Goodness, God has also blessed us with the ability to be "Co-creators" of LIFE with Him.
· This is why He designed the anatomy of a Man to be united with the anatomy of a Woman in order to produce Life!
· This is affirmed from today's 1st Reading from the Book of Genesis and reinforced by Jesus in today's Gospel when he says, 
· "…from the beginning of Creation, God made them Male and Female. For this reason, a Man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his Wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh…"
· Earlier in Genesis, God commands Man and Woman to 
"be fruitful and multiply…"  (Gen 1:28)
· By designing Man and Woman to come together as "one-flesh," a Man and Woman can create a baby… which is an expression of their love for each other, just as humans were created by God to be an expression of His love for us.
· "Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate…"—neither by trying to "redefine" the Definition of Marriage, or by "Divorce…"

· Being Co-creators of life with God—Life that is made in the Image and Likeness of God—is why All human life is SACRED… whether it's at the moment of conception, or at the moment of natural death.

· Today, is "Respect Life Sunday…" I shouldn't have to "Preach" about "WHY" we should "Respect Life…" it should be obvious.

· Whether it’s a baby boy or girl in their mother's womb, an adult dying of cancer, or an elderly person incapacitated in their bed… 

· ALL Human Life has Dignity because we are all made in the Image and Likeness of God!
· There is no time in a Human's life when it has More or Less Dignity! Is it more "Dignified" to eat soup with a spoon, or through a tube? 
· It doesn't matter, as long as you get to EAT! That's what shows that all Human life has DIGNITY despite the condition, or stage of life that a person may be in.
· Unfortunately, the "Culture of Death" that Pope John Paul II warned us about decades ago is stronger than ever in America.
· Our American society is saturated with images of violence, pornography and death on TV, at the Movies, in Video Games, and on the Internet. 

· These images continuously degrade the value and dignity of human life. WHY are we spending so much time looking at them?
· Jesus said, "The lamp of the body is the eye... If our eye is full of darkness how great will that darkness be in us…" (Mt. 6:22-23)
· Whatever our mind takes in, our body will eventually want to act out…

· Sadly, this is what happened again this past week as we had  yet another tragic mass-murder occur in our country.

· As I'm sure most of you know about the shooting rampage 
26 year old, "Chris Mercer" went on at Ump-qua College in Oregon. 
· He killed 9 people and wounded 9 others before being shot himself.
· It should not surprise us that the generation that was raised to believe "it's okay to kill a child in the womb," now believe it's okay to "kill a child in the classroom…"
· Over the past 42 years, since the passing of Rowe vs. Wade we have gradually ignored God's 5th Commandment which says, "Thou shalt not kill…"

· This has progressed to us now feeling comfortable enough to kill ourselves, or our elderly loved ones as they lie in their beds.

· GOD is the "Author" of all Life. It's HE who gets to decide when life Begins, and when it Ends—not us.

· Do not confuse alleviating someone's pain by killing them as a form of "Mercy." We do that to animals, not Humans. 
· As Christians, we know that suffering is a part of life. The PASSION of our LORD teaches us that Jesus didn't come into this world to take away our suffering, 
· Jesus came into the world to unite himself with our suffering. This is how we let go of our Mortal Life and embrace our Spiritual Life with him.
· According to an article in The New York Times yesterday, Chris Mercer was an "emotionally disturbed young man" who came from a broken home that suffered through a divorce.
· He left a manifesto revealing his state of mind was depressed and lonely... He felt the world was against him.
· His isolation from society, and a confusion about his "purpose in life," descended into Hate against society. 
· Instead of turning to the Peace of Christ, he turned to the "Dark-side" and used Violence as an outward expression of 
his internal anger.
· And once again the Media was full of chatter about how "guns" are the reason why people are being murdered.

· Guns do not hate. People hate. And long before guns were invented, people were murdering each other with clubs, knives, rocks and bombs—and they still are.

· To believe people will stop murdering if you take away their guns is like believing Assad, ISIS and the Taliban will stop murdering if we take away their guns.
· They've already proven they are happy to stone people to death, gas them, behead them and blow them up. 
· They are motivated by "HATE," and "HATE," will not stop at anything when it comes to killing people!
· The choice of weapon is not at the "heart" of the problem. 
The "HEART" is at the heart of the problem. 

· When a Heart and SOUL becomes filled with Hate, Ignorance and Fear, it will eventually erupt in Violence against that which it Hates and Fears.
· The question is… how do WE combat the Hate, Ignorance and Fear that comes from people being confused about their Purpose in Life? How do we get back to respecting LIFE!?
· I believe there is a direct correlation between the severity of crimes in America and a continuous disregard for Christian values, and the Dignity of Human life in America.
· If we are going to change this trend, it means we will have to convince people that: "when mankind does not choose to live his life according to the Gospel, he will always choose a lesser wisdom to live by…" 
· The people around Mercer saw he was not happy. Do we know if anyone tried to befriend this loner and show him the Love of Christ?

· Is there a "Chris Mercer" somewhere in our neighborhood? Are we willing to reach out to him to let him know their life has Value—as well as ALL the lives around him?
· Something Good must come from Evil. That's why God allows it to exist. All we need to do is look at the Cross to understand this.
· Maybe the next time WE come across a "Chris Mercer" in our life, we won't just ignore the "warning signs," but will do something about it.

· We need to step-up our efforts to learn our Christian Faith and then Profess it through our Words and Actions…
· This week, we begin a 5 part series called, "Symbolon" which helps explain our Catholic Faith and the Purpose of our Life—
· which is to prepare our Soul for the next life—and bring as many other Souls with us!

· I encourage you to attend one, or any of these sessions starting this Wednesday night. Check the bulletin for more details, and btw, think about bringing a friend, or a loner along with you.

· Learning more about our Christian Faith, and sharing it with others, will not Guarantee that incidents like this will not happen again in the future. 
· but helping people know that they have a Higher Purpose in life ,and that they are loved and wanted — certainly couldn't hurt…
