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· In today's Gospel reading, the Pharisees ask Jesus, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (Mt 9:9-13)

· That's a good question, especially since St. Paul says in Ch. 5 of his 1st Letter to the Corinthians:
· "…I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber -- not even to eat with such a one.(1 Cor 5:11)
· So who do we believe, Jesus or St. Paul? We should believe both!!! 
· Like in most situations in life, we must make a "distinction" about why we say one thing here, and say another thing, there. 
· We have to look at the context of what is being said and when.
· Jesus is evangelizing when he sits with tax collectors and sinners. 

· BTW, tax collectors were considered sinners because they collected taxes from their fellow Jews.

· If a Jewish person worked for Romans helping them to oppress the Jewish people, they were viewed as an enemy of Jews.

· Many tax collectors were also thieves collecting more than the law required and then keeping it for themselves.

· Jesus sits with tax collectors and sinners in the hopes they will see the "error of their ways."

· Notice how St. Paul says, "not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother…"
· He is talking about associating with those who claim to be a Christian, but are flagrantly living a sinful lifestyle without any remorse or desire to repent.

· St. Paul is warning us that the company we keep on a daily basis has the potential to lead us into sin, rather into righteousness.

· It is the rare Christian who can venture into lifestyles of sin and have enough Grace within them not to be tempted by the words and actions of those around us.

· This is why in the Lord's Prayer, Jesus says, "Lead us not into temptation…" We are asking God to give us enough Grace so we will be content to stay by His side, rather than wandering into sin.

· We all know how easy it is to succumb to peer pressure. 
· I can't tell you how many times I've heard from young people, "Well, everyone is doing it…" as an excuse for venturing into sin. 

· Our standard for holiness is NOT the person next to us. Our standard for holiness is JESUS CHRIST. And he NEVER ventured into sin!
· If one of our fellow Christians do wander in to sin, it is our role to HELP our brothers and sisters in Christ out of their confusion or ignorance—not passively tolerate their sin and turn a blind-eye to it.

· In fact, the Prophet Ezekiel says in Ch. 3 of his writings:

· "If… you have warned the wicked man, yet he has not turned away from his evil nor from his wicked conduct, then he shall die for his sin, but you shall save your life. (Ezekiel 3:19)
· St. James says the thing in Ch. 5 of his letter:

· "My brethren, if any one among you wanders from the truth and some one brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins…" (James 5:19-20)

· This is where people have GREATLY CONFUSED the meaning of "MERCY" in the Church today.

· MERCY is not allowing someone to live in a state of sin
· MERCY is letting the person know how much you love them and what to help them OUT of their state of sin according to GOD's teachings, not our own.

· MERCY is an act of love where we want to help a person not be in jeopardy of becoming so convoluted from God's teachings 

· that they firmly believe with all their heart and soul that what they are doing is NOT Evil, but GOOD.

· Abortion has been re-marketed as being a "good." Premarital Sex is considered a "good." 
· Pornography is considered "good" for those who are not able to find someone who wants to have premarital sex with them.

· Adultery is considered a "good" in order to keep your marriage "fresh" or "intact."
· Same-sex unions are now considered "good." Euthanizing the elderly and infirmed is now considered a "good." 

· In Ch. 5 of the Book of Isaiah he says, "Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness."  (Is 5:20)
· In order to HELP someone out of their confusion and darkness this will require exercising judgment on whether the person is living according to Christ's teachings, or their own.

· Notice how I didn't say, "passing judgment" but rather "exercising" judgment.

· "Passing judgment" is when we CONDEMN someone for their actions; 

· "Exercising judgment" is when we evaluate a person's behavior according to Christ's AUTHORITY and not our own.

· We then help them to see the error of their ways, just as we would want someone to help us see the errors of our ways so we can achieve HOLINESS just as our Lord is HOLY!

· That's the goal! That's the mission, to be "holy just as our Father in heaven is holy!" (Mt. 5:48; 1 Peter 1:16; Lev 11:44)

· Mankind has convoluted the message of MERCY to mean, "Anything goes, God loves you not matter what!"

· YES, like a loving parent, God loves us even when we venture into SIN. But God also loves us too much to leave us there, 
· that's why He came into the world through His Son to lead us OUT of sin by dying for our Sins and showing us the way to ALL TRUTH!

· In the eyes of the Pharisees, Jesus is inviting all the "wrong" people into his movement. They believed "once a sinner, always a sinner."

· However, Jesus, the "divine physician" knows that sin is a illness that can be cured with his Forgiveness and Grace. 

· But this requires the patient to realize they are in need of his Divine Medicine.
· When Jesus says, "I desire Mercy not Sacrifice…" he is quoting Ch. 6 of the Prophet Hosea.

· This passage originally denounced Israelites who were living in Sin but had NO desire to stop sinning.

· They would perform acts of piety and sacrifices to have their sins removed from their guilty conscience, but would go right back to sinning after the sacrifice was made.

· It would be like someone today turning the "Sacrament of Reconciliation" into a "get out of jail free card." 

· Jesus is seeking a CONVERSION of HEART, and INTERIOR movement of the Soul permanently AWAY from SIN and into his loving Forgiveness and Holiness…

· And he's hoping that after we experience the MERCY of God, we will realize there is no better place to be…

